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I

Purpose of the Release notes
These Release Notes provide a high level summary of the changes made to panCanadian Clinical Document Architecture (CDA) artifacts. A detailed description of
all of the changes can be found in the corresponding Change Log (SC-3004-EN Change File – CDA - 20141117.
All Release artifacts can be found at:
https://infocentral.infoway-inforoute.ca/2_Standards/1_panCanadian_Standards/Messaging/t_Clinical_Document_Architecture_(CDA)

These release notes are intended to be used in conjunctions with other artifacts
published as part of this release.
Stakeholders are strongly encouraged to review the Release Notes prior to
exploring the rest of the published artifacts.

II

Highlights of the Release
This CDA Release is a planned release to address enhancements and technical
corrections identified by pan-Canadian Stakeholders. The changes identified in this
release have been adopted by jurisdictional implementation of the pan-Canadian
CDA Header.

III

Release Artifacts
The following artifacts are made available as part of this release:

Artifact Business Name
Release Notes
Pan-Canadian CDA Header
Implementation Guide (clean)

Pan-Canadian CDA Header
Implementation Guide (tracked
changes)
Change Log

Artifact Technical Name

Description

SC-5001-EN - Release Notes CDA – 20150131
SC-0006-EN - pan-Canadian
CDA Header Implementation
Guide – 20150131 (clean)

Executive Summary of
Release information.
Updated pan-Canadian CDA
Header Implementation Guide
without tracked changes
highlighted.
Updated pan-Canadian CDA
Header Implementation Guide
with changes highlighted in
revision markers.
Details each change made to
the relevant artifacts in this
release.

SC-0006-EN - pan-Canadian
CDA Header Implementation
Guide – 20150131 (tracked
changes)
SC-3004-EN - pan-Canadian
CDA Change File - 20150131
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IV

Copyright and Disclaimer
Copyright
Except for public domain material or material otherwise licensed to Canada Health Infoway Inc., the
material in this document, including all content, designs, text, graphics, and the arrangement
thereof, are protected by copyright and other intellectual property laws, and are owned or controlled
by Canada Health Infoway Inc. or the party credited as the author or provider of the materials. No
alterations, deletions or substitutions may be made in it without the prior written consent of the
owner. No part of it may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or
mechanical, including photocopy, email or any information storage and retrieval system, without the
prior written consent of the owner. No trademark license is granted in connection with the material
contained in the document.HL7® is registered trademark of Health Level Seven, Inc.
(http://www.hl7.org)
This document contains information for which copyright is held by Health Level Seven, Inc.
Implementers of the standards (those developing software or otherwise making use of the
specification) are required to be members of either Health Level Seven Inc., the HL7 affiliate in
Canada or one of the other HL7 affiliates. There is no such membership requirement for individuals
and organizations who merely install or use software with built-in HL7 interfaces.
LOINC® is a registered trademark of the Regenstrief Institute, Inc. (http://loinc.org)
The LOINC table and LOINC codes are copyright © 1995-2013, Regenstrief Institute, Inc. and the
Logical Observation Identifiers Names and Codes (LOINC) Committee.
Read the full LOINC® and RELMA® Terms of Use (http://loinc.org/terms-of-use)
This product includes all or a portion of the UCUM table, UCUM codes, and UCUM definitions or is
derived from it, subject to a license from Regenstrief Institute, Inc. and The UCUM Organization.
Your use of the UCUM table, UCUM codes, UCUM definitions also is subject to this license, a copy
of which is available at http://unitsofmeasure.org. The current complete UCUM table, UCUM
Specification are available for download at http://unitsofmeasure.org. The UCUM table and UCUM
codes are copyright © 1995-2009, Regenstrief Institute, Inc. and the Unified Codes for Units of
Measures (UCUM) Organization. All rights reserved.
THE UCUM TABLE (IN ALL FORMATS), UCUM DEFINITIONS, AND SPECIFICATION ARE
PROVIDED "AS IS." ANY EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTIES ARE DISCLAIMED,
INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND
FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.
Read the full UCUM Terms of Use (http://unitsofmeasure.org/trac/wiki/TermsOfUse)
This material includes SNOMED Clinical Terms® (SNOMED CT®) which is used by permission of
the International Health Terminology Standards Development Organisation (IHTSDO). All rights
reserved. SNOMED CT®, was originally created by The College of American Pathologists.
“SNOMED” and “SNOMED CT” are registered trademarks of the IHTSDO (www.ihtsdo.org)

Disclaimer
Canada Health Infoway Inc. (Infoway) in its role as strategic investor may require adherence
to this implementation guide or similar specification documents as a criteria for receiving
funding or payment.
The Standards Collaborative is the pan-Canadian organization responsible for the
coordination of health information standards. The Standards Collaborative provides: a
single point of contact for coordination of pan-Canadian standards throughout the
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standards life cycle: development, implementation support, education, maintenance and
conformance; a streamlined governance, processes and operations; efficiencies gained by
combining administrative services such as communications, website management, event
planning/management, education and administrative support; and coordination of
development, maintenance and balloting processes, such that they are harmonized in a way
that each adds value without duplication.
This document forms part of a standard which was developed through the Standards
Collaborative governance processes that are a consensus-based standards development
process that brings together volunteers and/or seeks out the views of persons who have an
interest in the topic covered by this publication. While Infoway administers the process,
establishes rules to promote fairness in the development of consensus, and may engage
consultants to facilitate the process and develop the documentation, it does not
independently test, evaluate, or verify the accuracy or completeness of any information or
the soundness of any judgments, interpretations, decisions and guidance contained in the
standards and guideline publications.
The information in this publication was considered technically sound by the consensus of
persons engaged in the development and approval of the document at the time it was
developed. Consensus does not necessarily mean that there is unanimous agreement
among every person participating in the development of this document.
Infoway disclaims liability for any personal injury, property, or other damages of any nature
whatsoever, whether special, indirect, consequential, or compensatory, directly or indirectly
resulting from the publication, use of, application, or reliance on this document. Infoway
disclaims and makes no guaranty or warranty, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy or
completeness of any information published herein, and disclaims and makes no warranty
that the information in this document will fulfill any of your particular purposes or needs.
Infoway does not undertake to guarantee the performance of any individual manufacturer or
seller’s products or services by virtue of this standard or guide.
In publishing and making this document available, Infoway is not undertaking to render
professional or other services for or on behalf of any person or entity, nor is Infoway
undertaking to perform any duty owed by any person or entity to someone else. Anyone
using this document should rely on his or her own independent judgment or, as appropriate,
seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of reasonable care
in any given circumstances. Information and other standards on the topic covered by this
publication may be available from other sources, which the user should consult for
additional views or information not covered by this publication.

V

Contact Us
Requests for a change must be made by email to the Standards Collaborative Help Desk
or through the applicable SCWG forum.
If you have any questions about your SC membership or wish to obtain a membership,
please contact the Infoway Standards Collaborative Infodesk Desk at:
Toll Free #: 1-877-595-3417 or 416-595-3417
E-mail: standards@infoway-inforoute.ca
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